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When heaven comes down...
‘Stretch out your hand...see I have made you as God to Pharaoh’

Spiritual Warfare Part V

Prayer:

Father, I thank you. I thank You - you never give up on us, you are always patient with us, meeting us right where we are. But today Father, can this be the day when we decide Who we want to serve in this world, Who we want to give our total loyalty to, Who we want to follow, we ask you to take us as a body of believers and elevate us to the place You had in mind for us before the foundation of the earth. We ask for an acceleration, a lavish deposit of Yourself in each one of us. We are tired with mediocrity Lord, we are tired of passivity and apathy and we are rising up and waging war against them in our own hearts. We ask for an encounter with you like the one Joshua had with the Captain of the Host, that there might be a radical change in our hearts that we might go up at least one level that you will prepare our hearts for the richness of the fare You are about to place before us. For me Father that my heart might be like a watercourse in Your hand that You direct. That I am totally submitted and committed to Your Holy Spirit, draw us Father, romance us, grant us acceleration and keep us there in Jesus Name and for His sake.
Amen.

This session is about spiritual warfare, although you may not initially recognise this. 

We are continuing our quest into living an intentional lifestyle and recognising that God is purposeful and intentional towards us and we are developing daily our intentionality towards Him. Our aim is to match his fervour for us with ours for Him. 
It is from this intentionality that we speak to Him – David said ‘My heart is fixed Oh God, my heart is fixed’. Psalm 57:7
Why do you think he said that? 

Because God was whispering to him, ‘My heart is fixed towards you, Dave, My heart is fixed’ we can only give back to God what He has given to us, therefore we must learn to receive from Him all that heaven will allow, and give it away. 
As I have said before, it is time for us to stop being casual about the Kingdom, there are no casual friends of God in the Kingdom, you are a friend of God through faithfulness – time wasted is time lost forever. 

We are in a battle, this is the real thing, not manoeuvres, we get one shot at this and we will have eternity to wish we had put our heart and soul into our Christian walk – nothing is more important at this time than allowing the Christ life to be formed in you, it is that and that alone which will affect and influence those around you for good – we die that they might have life – looking away to God from ourselves is essential and is the key to living an intentional lifestyle before Him.
2 Corinthians 4:12 NASB
‘12So death works in us, but life in you.’
There is acceleration according to God’s intention towards us – everything He has ever done has been to one end – to provide a Bride for His Son; an eternal companion for His Beloved Son, one who will love Him and be abandoned to Him and His agenda for their lives. You are the glorious companion of an incredible King; you are destined to share His throne.

What if He is waiting for your response?

He waits for our response to Him, don’t keep Him waiting.

We need to choose to live a life here on earth where we are bound and determined to waste our lives on Jesus, where we come to the place of saying ‘yes’ to whatever He wants for our lives, that we think like Him and we speak like Him – we have a Divine DNA within us. We are bought at a price we belong to Him -
1 Corinthians 3:21-23 NASB
‘21So then let no one boast in men for all things belong to you, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, 23and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.’

You belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God; loving intimacy is His sole intention, the purpose of the Bride is to become the beloved of the Most High God. 
We are learning that we are joint heirs, and a joint heir cannot work alone, they can only act in partnership with another; heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus.

Speed is critical for us at this point, we are behind the times of our own development – not one of us, hand on heart can say that we are where we should be. It is time for our intention to catch up with our desire – time to put into practice the things we say we believe, to live a life less ordinary. 
This kind of intimacy with God is warfare. 
Desiring Him is warfare. 
Worship is warfare. 
Asking for His will to be done is warfare. 
Intercession, prayer, is warfare. 
It is warfare at the highest level because the enemy will not enter the Throne Room – that is our privilege as children of God, to have audience with the King in prayer. To discover what is on His heart and pray it down onto the earth. 
Your Christian walk will only be as strong as your intimate relationship with God. 

It will only be as strong as your prayer life because the number one sign of relationship in the Spirit is that we speak like God and we think like God because we have been in the Presence of God and we have the mind of Christ.
The journey we are on is into the heart of God.

You neglect your prayer life at your peril. 
We are learning to stay connected to God 24/7 that is one of the purposes of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, to teach you and to keep you in the place Father has put you, in Christ. In that place He will shelter you; He will be your refuge and help.
Jesus is the embodiment of favour and the fact that you are in Him guarantees your favour with the Father, it guarantees that the Father is so biased towards you and hears you when you speak to Him. 
It guarantees your fruitfulness.
The world is in survival mode, we are not – the enemy has a budget, God has abundance. 

Heaven is not in recession!
Exodus 7:1 NIV

‘1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh’

‘In his limited experience’, God says to Moses, ‘Pharaoh will think you are some kind of god in human form by the time you and I have finished with him, Mo all you need to do is stretch out your hand and I will do the rest’. 
God has not changed.

God is inclined towards us, He bows down His ear to hear us, His favour is upon us, and He calls us into partnership with Him because from our place of favour we are meant to do the things He did, and greater things. 
He wants to display His supernatural power and His loving nature to those around us, to do that we must partner with Him in everything and know how to live as the beloved.
The life of Christ in us sets us free to be loved fully by heaven and to participate in all that heaven would release into the earth – when the angels heralded Jesus’ birth they said ‘Peace on earth’ the Prince of Peace has come, good tidings of great joy to all mankind. 
We are the window that heaven wants to open, this world is not going to experience goodness, kindness, love and mercy unless and until we begin to release it on the earth through who we are – the beloved of God – we are so secure, everything is taken care of – for eternity – what’s the problem?

The problem is we lack the courage of our own convictions, we don’t know, we’re not sure, if we are truly loved and accepted to the point of delirium. We don’t know we’re not sure, we’re afraid of making a fool of ourselves; we don’t know power is available to us, that He will meet us. We are in a paralysis of analysis – the enemy has taken us captive to do his will.
God is delirious about us – He is delirious about you...you are your own revival – you just need to step out into it. 
Revival is not hundreds and thousands of people getting saved; it’s about the church coming back to that place, that high place, where she should live, where everything is subject to her and no-one is safe from a blessing. 
Imagine companies of people spread abroad throughout the earth - each company living in the way God wants them to live – if that happened the world would overflow with their abundance. 
‘You will ask what you will and it will be done for you’. Heaven coming down, on earth as it is in heaven.
So you’re with someone you don’t know, a complete stranger in the supermarket queue, you see pain and fear in their eyes, what are you doing? Connected to your source, 24/7, you are silently asking Him to touch them, to bless them, to lift that fear off of them – and you watch them change before your eyes. 

Beloved, this is what we are here for – preach the gospel, if necessary use words. God answers that silent prayer; He wants to touch that person with His love, grace and power. 
Fruitfulness is guaranteed – Christ in you the confident expectation of something glorious happening – and it does, try it sometime, get your eyes off of yourself and on to the hurting world around you. People are ripe for the gospel, they are desperate out there – so just what is the gospel according to you?
You can make a difference, stop waiting for something to happen at church on Sunday – you are church, you are filled with the power of the risen Christ, move out in it, stretch out your hand, literally or spiritually and watch Him meet you – this is Kingdom stuff, this is what Christ came proclaiming, the Kingdom, not in word, but in power. He did not come proclaiming go to church on Sunday and become a consumer.
In the natural the pear tree doesn’t say, ‘Nope, I don’t want that sap rising, I don’t want that life, I refuse to bear fruit’ – when it is connected to the tree the branch cannot resist the power of the life within it, it has no choice about bearing fruit – what if that’s you, you have no choice but to be fruitful? 
You are in Christ and He is in you - what fruit is it that the Vine wants to bear through you? 

Who is it He wants to touch through you?
What if our real power in the church isn’t about learning to receive, it is about learning to give?
What if we have missed the power and astonishment of the gospel because it is so vast we couldn’t see it, what if heaven is Harrods and we are shopping at the Co-op?
Exodus 9:22 

‘22 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand’

‘By the time you and I have finished with him, Mo he will think you are some kind of god... all you need to do is stretch out your hand and I will do the rest’. 

God desires to bless those around us and it will require our co-operation in order for the people to be touched by both the power and presence of God.
It’s a challenge to every one of us, I speak to myself, we need to learn to think beyond what is possible and move into the impossible, the amazing, the astonishing, beyond what is normal because He is able to do far more abundantly above that which we could ask or think according to the power that works within us. 

Ephesians 3:20 NASB
‘20Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us’

How often have we selfishly taken such promises to ourselves and grown fat on them rather than giving them away...God is a giver, you can’t out give Him - we are on the earth at this time to take what He gives us and give it away freely...

Matthew 10:8 – 10 The Message

"Don't begin by travelling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don't try to be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost, confused people right here in the neighbourhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been treated generously, so live generously.
Brilliant – everything comes from Him and goes back to Him – life in the Spirit is a circle – ‘from Him and to Him and through Him’ (Romans 11:36) you are just a part of that circle. 
And if we pray anything according to His will we know that we have what we have asked for -
1 John 5:14
14This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
If we take our place before the throne we can find out what God wants to do in our street, our town, and our nation and ask Him to do it – He doesn’t want your ability, He wants your availability. 
‘Father what do You want to do here?’  Sometimes a silent prayer is enough.
Face it guys, we are the agent God uses to bring His Kingdom to earth, ‘Thy will be done, Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven’. 
But it won’t come unless we ask -

Matthew 6:9 – 13 NASB
9"Pray, then, in this way:
'Our Father who is in heaven,
 Hallowed be Your name. 
 10'Your kingdom come 
Your will be done,
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 11'Give us this day our daily bread. 
 12'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 13'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.]’
It is true to say, is it not, that millions of believers have prayed that prayer over the years with absolutely no expectation of it being answered! 
Even more people have prayed, ‘Thy will be done’ with absolutely no intention whatsoever of either understanding or doing His will.
The truth is that knowing and doing the will of the Father is the one central theme that should dominate the life of every born again child of God. 

This is why Jesus put it at the very heart of the prayer He taught His disciples when they asked Him how they should pray.  
Knowing and doing the will of God is absolutely essential to spiritual strength and vitality. Find out where God is working and join Him.
The basic difference between a vibrant Christian and a nominal Christian is whether or not the Spirit of God controls their life. 
Rees Howells an intercessor of the 20th century was told by the Holy Spirit -

‘If I come in Rees, you go out’ 
And He gave a time limit for Rees to respond – I think it was 6 p.m. one evening, it came to a minute to six and Rees was sweating with the conflict of knowing that if the Holy Spirit came in – he would have to go, he would have to give up everything that the world holds dear – then the Holy Spirit whispered -

‘Do you need some help? Are you willing to be made willing?’  
Dumbly Rees nodded, and at 6 p.m. he let go and was gloriously filled...his life was no longer his own, there was only one life to be lived, Christ's through him – you cannot out give God. 
Mark 8:35 - 36

‘35"For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. 36"For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?’
What is He asking you today? 
Are you willing to be made willing?

What is He asking you to give up that He may live His life through you?

Abandonment, you could come in here today a believer and go out a disciple.

God had a purpose for this man’s life. 
He has a purpose for yours.

Rees Howell’s purpose  was to save this nation of ours from enemy occupation – the intercession of Rees and a few friends turned away the invasion of our shores, we would not be free today without his prayers and those of others who were like minded, who gave the Lord what He asked for.
When God calls you He is intentional, He has a plan and a purpose for your life. 
That plan may or may not involve the future of this or other countries, but it will be a high plan, a big plan, much higher, much bigger, than you could imagine, ask or think. 
So question number one today and I have asked it before – who controls your life, who is in the driving seat - you, someone else, the devil, God? To whom do you give your allegiance – that is loyalty, commitment, adherence, faithfulness?
Who or what have you put in the place that God alone should occupy? 
If you answer this question honestly you will find out exactly who is in control and what the wellspring of your life is. 

It is perfectly possible to have false loyalties to people, things, places...do they have you or do you have them? 
Do you say to God, ‘well you understand Lord, I have to put these people, things, first in my life...my husband, my wife, my children, my boss, because they wouldn’t understand...it wouldn’t make You look very good in their eyes if I told them you had asked me for so much, they might not like me or You, any more...’
Your answer will show you where the source, the fountain, the wellspring of your life is and where your fear is, where your insecurity lies. 
So who or what controls you? 
Only you can answer that.

It is probably true that a number of us who invited Christ into our lives by His Spirit are not truly aware of Who it is that has established residence within us, Who it is that desires to be in the driving seat and the driving force, of our lives, we have not realised at all that it is through us that the Kingdom of God will be made manifest upon this earth.
As we have seen in recent studies, this One is Royalty; this One is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 
He has come to establish His kingdom in us - and then through us. 
Beloved, you are not your own, you are bought with a price...
1 Peter 1:18 - 19
‘18knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.’

I owe, I owe, a debt of gratitude so great...for that sacrifice –

‘When I survey the wondrous cross,

On which the Prince of Glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss

And pour contempt on all my pride...’ 
What I am speaking about today is what used to be called the deeper life. Sooner or later God will ask you if you really want to echo the hymn writer in saying –

‘All to Jesus I surrender,

all to Him I freely give

I will ever love and trust Him,

In His Presence daily live...’
When we cling to the things of this world, having no conception of eternity and the shortness of the hour we will not rise to the place of glory which is ours. I am persuaded that the more Christ-like we become, the greater will be the backing of Heaven – but as always, the choice is ours. The more we become a redemptive society, the more hope we have to see our nation turned back to God. We are God’s instruments on the earth for good.
When we pray ‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done’ we are inviting a clash of kingdoms and a clash of wills. 
Confrontation will follow a sincere request to enjoy the benefits of His Kingdom in our lives; it will come if we want to see heaven come down. 
From being self-centred in determining and planning our own destinies, we will find that we are required to bow the knee to the higher purposes of God in our lives – there may be things we are required to abandon for Jesus’ sake, habits that we need to break, relationships we need to let go  – one of the greatest hindrances to the work of God in our nearest and dearest is our predisposition towards being an amateur providence – to take the place of God and say like Peter, ‘forbid it Lord...’ In other words, interfering in the work of God in the life of another – this is so real, man’s hands on the work of God and it is a killer – ask Uzzah – 
2 Samuel 6:6,7 NIV
‘6When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The LORD's anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God.’

Getting our hands on the things of God kills something; letting God’s hand come upon us kills something too. He always kills that which will prevent us from taking the next step in our relationship with Him. God and the devil both have the same agenda, they both want to kill you, the enemy seeks to destroy you but Godly death works for your good...
God does not take things away because He is capricious, or whimsical, or because He wants to deny you good things, but because they are hindering you in your relationship with Him, they are killing things in your spirit because your soul is clinging to this life. He is always holding out a replacement ‘give me this, so that I can give you that’ what He is asking for is damaging to your spiritual welfare; life in the Spirit is about displacement, a Divine Exchange. 
He is redemptive in everything He does. 

Life in the Spirit is about displacement beloved.
So the question before us today, as it always is, is - are we willing to relinquish rule of our own lives, to give up governing our own affairs to give up making our own decisions as best fits our desires, in order to allow God by His Holy Spirit to have dominion and decide for us what we should do - to abandon ourselves to the King?

Are we really prepared to pray ‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done’ and mean it, whatever the cost or consequences, wherever it may take us, whatever may be the temporal loss - for eternal gain?

Are we really prepared to allow heaven to come down to earth, ‘Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.’ 
Send revival and start with me please, Lord.
The old-fashioned word is commitment - dedication, devotion, loyalty, promise, pledge, vow.
Commitment is of the heart – everything, but everything is about – the heart – the heart of the issue is the issue of the heart – your grateful heart relationship with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

2 Chronicles 16:9 AMP

‘9For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth to show Himself strong in behalf of those whose hearts are blameless toward Him’.
It is something that takes place between you and the Father; it is not something that can be extracted from you by pressure – this is an issue of the heart and it is voluntary –

‘Give Me this because I want to give you that’. 
God will not love you any the less whatever you choose, it’s just that you are the one who loses out in the end – it is all about measuring this life in the light of eternity.
Commitment is who you are in yourself; it is how you choose to show up all day every day in the Kingdom. 
Commitment is who I am, not what I do, and I want to be the best expression of Jesus that I can in the limited time at my disposal.  

That means I will have to allow God’s scrutiny over my life and learn to enjoy it, revel in it, because I am becoming more like Him. 
It means when He asks for something I willingly give it - sometimes when He looks at you, you can see the secateurs behind His back – take my word for it!
Commitment is how you show up relationally - in heaven or on earth, commitment is - who you are in yourself. 
You don’t choose your commitment – you are becoming it, by your choices all day every day, that is why examining our loyalties is so important because where your loyalty is, is where your commitment will be. 
Your commitment, your fidelity, your devotion, your allegiance...will be right there.
Father only trusts whatever of the Son He sees clearly visible in us and you get to choose how you show up on any given day.

Demonstrating your Spirit, living in your spirit man, manifesting your spirit, is concerned with revealing who you essentially are, now, in Jesus and what you are becoming.
We are learning how to be the very best expression of who God made us to be in every situation. 
When we are who He wants us to be we are in partnership with Him and His purposes and we will begin to see heaven come down. 
‘Pharaoh will think you are some kind of god by the time you and I have finished with him Moses.’
His Kingdom is coming in our hearts and in our lives and it is showing forth for the world to see – as He is in this world, so are we.

The whole of the task of the enemy is to penetrate your thought life, to paralyse you with fear about your situation if he can, then  he seeks to demoralise you, to make you feel you are useless and your prayer makes no difference, so why do it, and finally he subverts your will. 
Once he has your will, he has you; you will then be aligning yourself with his desires for your life, not with Father’s desires and pleasure for your life. 

It is your task, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, to see that you guard your thought life and the mandate God has given you in order that you are not diverted from His purposes for you and you become the very best that heaven will allow. 
I found 60 odd references to ‘guard’ in the concordance, if the Lord says it that many times there must be a reason! 

Acts 20:20 – 34 NIV
20You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

 22"And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

 25"Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

 32"Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions.

‘Be on your guard!’ 

If ever there was a word in season that is it – and I would add, be ready to save from getting ready.
‘I'm always struck by the fact that the most pivotal places in history look so ordinary. Thin strips of sandy beach, grassy fields and small hills whose names become legendary after the smoke clears. 

But it's not the unique landscape that makes them memorable. It is the actions of those who fought to take and hold that ground. People rarely know they're making history when they make it. I think we are currently living in such a season in the church. It is a pivotal time where individuals and communities are choosing whether to continue with religion as they've always known it or contend for the Kingdom to be on earth as it is in heaven.’
That is a quote from Graham Cooke’s new Prayer Director – contending, for the Kingdom to be ‘on earth as it is in heaven.’
This is not going to be an easy fight, but then no fight worth the winning is ever easy. 
But it isn’t a fair fight either, because all the resources of heaven are at our disposal as we partner with the King in His agenda.
What will determine gain or loss is the position you personally decide you are going to adopt in the line up. 
Are you willing to be in the frontline, or will you be at the back – you choose – volunteers only.
Galatians 2:20 AMP

‘20I have been crucified with Christ [in Him I have shared His crucifixion]; it is no longer I who live, but Christ (the Messiah) lives in me; and the life I now live in the body I live by faith in (by adherence to and reliance on and complete trust in) the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself up for me.’
It’s about – being teachable, changing our minds, being flexible, maintaining a teachable spirit - if you haven’t got one, then ask for one!

Flexibility – is another attribute we need to develop if we are to see and enjoy the growth of the Kingdom in our lives. If we are rigid we will break, if we are flexible we will bend with the wind of the Holy Spirit, we will be pliable in His hands, His work in us and with us will be a pleasure both for Him and for us, even if it is difficult at times.

Exchange – our weakness for His strength – He steps into our place of weakness and becomes our strength, if He steps out again, we are weak. He does not strengthen us, but becomes our strength in every situation – 
2 Corinthians 12:10 NASB
‘10Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.’ 

I am constantly asked for wisdom in various situations - often I hardly understand the problem or the question! In responding I do not listen to the problem or question, I listen to the Lord – I hear the person, but I don’t have to bring the answer - that is not my business - my business is to open my heart to hear Him and then respond accordingly. I have to allow my mind to be bypassed in order to hear God’s heart.
Take away that exchange, His strength for my weakness, His wisdom for my common sense, and all you have is my opinion, which is not worth crossing the road to hear. 

It is all -

Grace:

‘Very few of My children really trust Me or depend upon Me. I have mountains, endless mountains of grace stored up that I’ve never touched because I find very few who will open up their hearts, through faith, to receive My grace. Do you really want to know what grace is?

Well, listen and I will give you a new and different definition of what is the grace of God.

Grace is you letting Me do what I want to do in this earth through you. It requires you being absolutely still, mentally, and physically still, immovable in your decision to wait upon Me for the desired results, the ideas, the hopes. 

The dreams that are inside of you are not yours, they originated in Me, that is in My Spirit within you. It is not your job to bring them to pass. It is your job to be a vessel or channel for my grace. Not one of you can make anything happen that will be solid enough to make anything happen! This is the reason that you experience many ups and downs, you are trying to stand on the flimsiness of your flesh rather than on the solidness of the Rock. 

Are you standing on the flimsiness of the flesh or on the solidness of the Rock?

You do all right until the storm hits, then you are right back where you started. You need to be emptied of human effort, the cares of daily living and fleshly frustrations, but you see, even this must be done by My grace. 

Effort cannot eradicate effort, frustration cannot get rid of frustration and care cannot eliminate care. But grace can rid you of every hindrance and you will find that as more grace begins to flow, it will generate more grace and more grace...more and more grace...until you have become that channel of My grace. There will be a never-ending flow of power, and the result will be that My hopes and dreams and ideas will be birthed through you at no cost to you, with no carnal effort on your part, and I will be glorified on this earth – and you – you will have the privilege and the honour of sharing in it and of being a joint heir in that glory.

My grace is available, come unto Me all you that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Poem

I want you to face the mountain,

So you can see when the mountain is out of the way,

All there is left, is Me.

Only I can move the mountain, only I can push it away,

Only I can face the problems you face today. Your only job is to believe, to listen to My voice, and when you hear what I command, obedience is your choice.
But I will not make it too difficult, for the victory is already Mine,

And I will fill you through My Spirit, through you, My grace will shine,

Not when you are perfect, like you think you ought to be,

But when your heart is willing to become more and more like Me.’

That was a quote from Joyce Meyer from her series on ‘Grace, grace and more grace’.

Letting His kingdom come is about internal displacement, getting rid of the stuff you don’t want or need and replacing it, filling your internal well of anointing, with the Holy Spirit and the Word. 

Kingdom living is about positioning ourselves correctly to hear what He is saying and responding in the affirmative when we hear – you cannot say ‘No’ and ‘Lord’ in the same sentence. 
Beloved, do not be distracted or deflected from your God-given destiny and purpose.
Acts 21:1 – 14 NKJV

‘1 Now it came to pass, that when we had departed from them and set sail, running a straight course we came to Cos, the following day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 2 And finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 3 When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, sailed to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to unload her cargo. 4 And finding disciples, we stayed there seven days. They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 5 When we had come to the end of those days, we departed and went on our way; and they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we knelt down on the shore and prayed. 6 When we had taken our leave of one another, we boarded the ship, and they returned home.
7 And when we had finished our voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted the brethren, and stayed with them one day. 8 On the next day we who were Paul’s companions departed and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied. 10 And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 When he had come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” 
12 Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
14 So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, “The will of the Lord be done.”’

“The will of the Lord be done.”’

At first, these disciples spoke out of their soul, they were trying to persuade Paul not to go where the Holy Spirit was leading him. 
They were led by their emotional responses to the thought of losing Paul, but Paul had a clear vision about what God wanted to do with his life and he was ready to give everything up for that vision – even death was irrelevant to him.

When difficult circumstances arise, the advice can be to avoid the circumstance, take the safe path or a circuitous route around it; it can be about rescue, about being safe, about being careful because people unconsciously put their own fears on us. Though the advice is well meant, it is still in opposition to the will of God for us and it is acting against God’s purposes for us. 

When God is asking something difficult of us we must be especially careful about who we ask and about the advice we receive, not everything is coming from God and we are following the will of God, not the fears and caution of man. 

It may be that your own identity is calling you up higher; it is difficult to stay around those who are not recognising who you are becoming because they have stopped moving themselves, sometimes we have to kiss them and move on. 

There are times when the will of God for us will conflict with the permissions of people around us, they will not understand either us or the call God has placed on our lives – this is part of the cost.
When we begin to get to grips with the fact that God is present future with us, that He sees us in a totally different way than the way we see ourselves, that He speaks to what He is seeing, not to what we are seeing, we begin to walk out into something that is a mystery to those around us.  
We are living in two places at once, who we are right now and who we are becoming – we are beginning to live in our emerging personality which will carry more authority than who we are right now. 
Do not try to make things easier for God. 
We step into situations under the unction of the Holy Spirit. Trust in God’s majesty, stand in His sovereignty. We are in Christ, through the Father, partnering with the Holy Spirit. 

When we pray ‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done’ we are inviting a clash of kingdoms and a clash of wills – it is part of the cost of seeing heaven come down but there’s no contest, one with God is a majority.
Psalm 57:7 NKJV

‘7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast’

A supernatural lifestyle is not primarily about signs and wonders, it is about developing the mind of the Lord and speaking out the words of the Lord, the signs and wonders will follow – it is relational, partnership, bridal love. 

Mark 16:20
20And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed.
Lifestyle:
We must concentrate our efforts on lifestyle, not events. If we are event driven we go from one high to another, one adrenalin rush to another and the place in between will be a low place of depression, fatigue and despondency. Every adrenalin high is followed by an adrenalin low.

So what we are seeking to achieve is lifestyle. 

Not going to church, not going to an event, lifestyle - an ongoing walk of peace, rest and contentment in God, this is what Jesus was teaching His disciples when they asked Him how to pray – live like this boys and everything you need will come to you.

Matthew 6:33 AMP
‘33But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you besides.’ 

And lifestyle carries with it certain disciplines.

If I am to get anything done in the morning the first thing I have to do is get out of bed...pretty obvious, but sometimes that is an effort, just a few minutes more, the seduction of the duvet as a friend of mine used to say...time wasted is time lost. We must begin to redeem the time for the days we are living in are truly evil. 

So we must put into place certain spiritual disciplines.

To live in God each day takes a constant recognition of Who He is and what He has done in Christ and what He is doing right now by His indwelling Holy Spirit - this causes us to become God-conscious. We deliberately turn our minds to thinking about the one thing; the One Person in the whole of the Universe Who is worth taking time to think about!

This recognition brings us revelation – it will promote in us co-operation which we so need, as we find ourselves yielding to the present moment in God. He is not I will be, but I AM. 

Present tense. 

It is essential that we begin and end the day in the Presence of the Lord. We begin the day by dwelling on the nature of God, He is the God of love, everything He does in our life is only motivated by love, He knows everything about us, and He intentionally chooses to set His love upon us, so it is not difficult to enter His courts with thanksgiving; we enter through what we know of Him, His unchanging nature, His grace and His mercy and we give thanks. 

From the beginning God has been looking for a people who would be totally and completely whole hearted in their love for Him in their relationship with Him and in their love and relationship with His people. 

John 6:30 NASB

30So they said to Him, "What then do You do for a sign, so that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform?
The people were asking Jesus for a sign because they didn’t believe Who He was.
John 6:42 -43, 52
42They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven'?" 43Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.’  52Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, "How can this man give us His flesh to eat?" 

John 6:43 - some people grumbled about Him and His words, that He was only Joseph’s son so why should they listen to Him and they argued verse 52.  
This is a critical point in Jesus earthly ministry because many withdrew from Him at this point and would not walk with Him any longer – He lost a lot of His followers. 
Believers, followers, disciples. 
Which will you be? 
John 6:66 – 67

‘66As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore.  67So Jesus said to the twelve, "You do not want to go away also, do you?"’
Jesus asks them, ‘do you want to go as well’, the inner circle, the twelve most close to Him; their answer ‘where would we go?’ 
‘Guys what are you going to do?  
Comes a time when He asks all of us that question, what are you going to do, you are at a pivotal point, what are you going to choose?
John 6:68 NASB
‘68Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.’
Speaking for them all he was saying, ‘this is a hard one Jesus, this is difficult for us - if there was an alternative, a way out, we might take it’, Peter says ‘but we know there isn’t one, You have captivated our hearts, we’re ruined, there’s nowhere else to turn, we’re stuck with this we have to go forward with You’. 

There comes a time in your Christian walk when you can’t go back – you are at a crossroads – this is a pivotal moment; you can’t go back because He has ruined you for anything else and you can’t stay here because you are frustrated with where you are. 
The only avenue open is going down that unknown road - even if it kills you, which it feels right now like it will! 
So like Peter you say ‘where else would we go?’
A captivated heart is the very essence of spirituality and a life before God. 
Jesus the lover of our soul wants to enthral His beloved.
For some of us  it’s like we’ve come so far but we haven’t come far enough and for many of us God may be saying, ‘well what are you going to do?’  
Are you going to come all the way? 
Will you allow Me to captivate your heart?
Will you allow Me to allure you into the wilderness and speak kindly to you?

If you stay here this is going to kill you because I have arranged for it to kill you! 
Lord, where else can we go? 
God is saying - 
‘Listen, this is not going to work for you unless you do this. If you want to see heaven come down, you have to make some choices and follow them through.’ 
Comes a time for all of us when we have to put our hands up and say being a Christian is not going to work for me unless I give it everything unless, of course, as Graham Cooke would say, you are keen to die of terminal boredom. 
Problem is, some of us make the choices, but we don’t continue with the follow through and we never move, though we have professed to do so.

I wonder when Peter gave Jesus that answer it was the answer that Jesus really wanted? 
Knowing Him he probably appreciated the honesty, the fact that it was genuine, Peter gave the best he had - at that moment. 
The thing is that until you know what God is like it is hard to walk with Him. 
Until you recognize something of the nature of God and that which has been head learning is translated into your heart, until you gain your own personal testimony of what God is really, really like, it can be difficult walking with Him and with those who are walking with Him and are determined to follow hard after Him. A radical person is difficult to live with – everything is subordinated to one thing...
Luke 10:42

‘42but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her."’

One thing and Mary has chosen the better part.
Comes crunch time when God says ‘This is My way, you need to do what I am doing.’  
Real Christianity has at its heart the whole issue of both abandonment and alignment. 
The rich young ruler couldn’t abandon his money; Pilate couldn’t abandon his power, Judas couldn’t abandon his greed or his ambition. We either see Jesus as He really is, or we no longer follow Him as we should. Jesus was considered to be too radical and too bizarre and people had to make a strong commitment to push ahead with the kind of lifestyle He was demanding. 

What is it that we cannot abandon for Jesus sake? 
Is it our money, our possessions, our home, our family; is it our position in the church or our ministry or our lifestyle, comfort, routine, career, security? 
Maybe it is just you are afraid of making a mistake. 
What is it you can’t abandon to Jesus?  
Matthew 10:5 – 42 The Message
5-8Jesus sent his twelve harvest hands out with this charge: 

 "Don't begin by travelling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don't try to be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost, confused people right here in the neighbourhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been treated generously, so live generously. 

 9-10"Don't think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start. You don't need a lot of equipment. You are the equipment, and all you need to keep that going is three meals a day. Travel light. 

 11"When you enter a town or village, don't insist on staying in a luxury inn. Get a modest place with some modest people, and be content there until you leave. 

 12-15"When you knock on a door, be courteous in your greeting. If they welcome you, be gentle in your conversation. If they don't welcome you, quietly withdraw. Don't make a scene. Shrug your shoulders and be on your way. You can be sure that on Judgment Day they'll be mighty sorry—but it's no concern of yours now. 

 16"Stay alert. This is hazardous work I'm assigning you. You're going to be like sheep running through a wolf pack, so don't call attention to yourselves. Be as cunning as a snake, inoffensive as a dove. 

 17-20"Don't be naive. Some people will impugn your motives, others will smear your reputation—just because you believe in me. Don't be upset when they haul you before the civil authorities. Without knowing it, they've done you—and me—a favour, given you a platform for preaching the kingdom news! And don't worry about what you'll say or how you'll say it. The right words will be there; the Spirit of your Father will supply the words. 

 21-23"When people realize it is the living God you are presenting and not some idol that makes them feel good, they are going to turn on you, even people in your own family. There is a great irony here: proclaiming so much love, experiencing so much hate! But don't quit. Don't cave in. It is all well worth it in the end. It is not success you are after in such times but survival. Be survivors! Before you've run out of options, the Son of Man will have arrived. 

 24-25"A student doesn't get a better desk than her teacher. A labourer doesn't make more money than his boss. Be content—pleased, even—when you, my students, my harvest hands, get the same treatment I get. If they call me, the Master, 'Dungface,' what can the workers expect? 

 26-27"Don't be intimidated. Eventually everything is going to be out in the open, and everyone will know how things really are. So don't hesitate to go public now. 

 28"Don't be bluffed into silence by the threats of bullies. There's nothing they can do to your soul, your core being. Save your fear for God, who holds your entire life—body and soul—in his hands. 

Forget About Yourself

 29-31"What's the price of a pet canary? Some loose change, right? And God cares what happens to it even more than you do. He pays even greater attention to you, down to the last detail—even numbering the hairs on your head! So don't be intimidated by all this bully talk. You're worth more than a million canaries. 

 32-33"Stand up for me against world opinion and I'll stand up for you before my Father in heaven. If you turn tail and run, do you think I'll cover for you? 

 34-37"Don't think I've come to make life cozy. I've come to cut—make a sharp knife-cut between son and father, daughter and mother, bride and mother-in-law—cut through these cozy domestic arrangements and free you for God. Well-meaning family members can be your worst enemies. If you prefer father or mother over me, you don't deserve me. If you prefer son or daughter over me, you don't deserve me. 

 38-39"If you don't go all the way with me, through thick and thin, you don't deserve me. If your first concern is to look after yourself, you'll never find yourself. But if you forget about yourself and look to me, you'll find both yourself and me. 

 40-42"We are intimately linked in this harvest work. Anyone who accepts what you do, accepts me, the One who sent you. Anyone who accepts what I do accepts my Father, who sent me. Accepting a messenger of God is as good as being God's messenger. Accepting someone's help is as good as giving someone help. This is a large work I've called you into, but don't be overwhelmed by it. It's best to start small. Give a cool cup of water to someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act of giving or receiving makes you a true apprentice. You won't lose out on a thing."  
He’s telling His disciples what a hard road it was going to be – save your fear for God – in other words, get your fear in the right place, brilliant piece of advice. 
Following Jesus is about lifestyle trust, not situational trust. Trusting the Person of God Himself – ‘Lord, where else should we go...You have the words of eternal life’
Jesus said ‘I must be about My Father’s business...’ so should we because as He is in this world, so are we. 
Some of us are locked into ministry and blessing and being touched by the Lord – don’t get me wrong,  I love all that stuff, I think it is brilliant, but there’s a hard road in front of us and you have to have a strong stomach to follow Jesus in the places where He wants you to go. 

Jesus said take no money, take no extra clothes with you, and travel light and He was setting an interesting precedent, ‘I send you out as lambs amongst wolves’. 
We thinking when you’ve got ten years of warfare training and when you have got some hair on your neck growing and a little mane, we’ll send you out as a little lion – He said, I’m sending you out as lambs amongst wolves.  A lamb is a completely weak and defenceless; up against a wolf it should have no chance. 
But even a lamb with God has a chance. 
He said people will be against you and you will probably get beaten up in the church, you’ll get betrayed by people close to you, you’ll be hated because of My Name, nothing you own is yours everything belongs to Me – still want to come? 
What does this mean beloved? 
It means God is looking for a quiet abandonment to following Jesus in the most difficult circumstances regardless of the outcome or consequences and without the need for any recognition or credit. 
It’s a hard road.
Matthew 8:19-20 NASB
‘19Then a scribe came and said to Him, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go."  20Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."’
Still want to follow?

There are things that maybe we have to do with our lives that nobody else can do.

There are things, there are callings on you, this isn’t a dress rehearsal, you are on, this is it, you get one chance at the thing, don’t blow it.  
Some of us have been marking time; God is looking for people to join the parade of heroes in Hebrews 11, people who will do something substantial with their life that will have eternal value. 

Religious people want a nice tame Jesus, baby Jesus, forever in the manger, that’s why they love the Christmas season, they love to keep Him where He is manageable for them. 
They do not recognise Jesus as He truly is, the One who is outrageous and unpredictable and Who is returning as the Warrior King – now that Man is a challenge. 
The Pharisees before them failed to recognise the most immense visitation in the history of the earth – what was right under their nose – they couldn’t see it. 
After the whole of the outpouring of Pentecost and the church turning the world upside down, if you look in the final chapter of the book of Acts the last words are ‘your heart has become dull’. 
When the angels proclaimed the coming of the Messiah, the Christ, they trumpeted –

Peace on earth, goodwill toward men on whom His favour rests...

Luke 2:14 KJV
‘14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.’

This is the biggest prophetic statement ever made apart from – 

Genesis 3:15 KJV
‘15And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.’

Sin is dealt with, man is reconciled to God, this is the Good News -
2 Corinthians 5:19 NASB

‘God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.’
But our form of Christianity is no longer life changing, it is merely life enhancing and Jesus doesn’t change people, into radicals any more, he changes them into ‘nice’ people and the church has become dull, predictable, boring and powerless. 
It was the ‘un-nice’ behaviour of first century Christians that turned the world upside down. 
These people were anti-institutional, they smashed every category known to man, they preached a life threatening gospel, they were so dangerous they had to be killed to shut them up. 
Dangerous, radical, Christians have a mark on them, they exhibit ruined lives and captivated hearts –look around the church and you see people who have lost their sparkle, and the joy of the Presence of Jesus, they are living boring, dull monotonous lives, just the same as the unbelievers outside if not worse - they have added religion. 
Sin is not just about immorality and selfishness, sin is living uninteresting, colourless, unexciting, stale and unimaginative lives. The greatest enemy of Christianity may quite possibly be people who say they believe in Jesus but who are no longer astonished or amazed by Him and lack a demonstration of His power in their lives and whose lives no longer touch others around them.

What are we doing with our lives, how much of this is earthed in reality, how much of what we do is earthed in pretentious nonsense? 
Who are we really affecting with our lives? 
When was the last time you spoke to somebody about Jesus? 
When was the last time you led someone to Him?  
When was the last time you cast a demon out?
Prayed for someone? 
Saw somebody healed? 
God is looking for people who are going to be abandoned in these days – who are willing to go out with a bang, not a whimper. 
Half the world doesn’t know where the next meal is coming from, we throw food out – God has given us so much and all we have done is accumulate, we have never given it away, shame on us for the way that we are living. 
Hear me now, I am not saying that you should not have nice things; just that more and more I get troubled about Christians lifestyles because the goals, aims and aspirations are exactly the same as the world – they do not seek first the Kingdom, nor do they have any intention of doing so, they recite the Lord’s prayer, but that is as far as it goes. 
We are no longer living Kingdom lives, but we are resting in the knowledge that we have eternal security, and we are coasting home, having the best, we think, of both worlds – beloved, we have been duped by the father of lies, he knows that if the church should rise from her slumber, his days would be well and truly numbered. 

Whilst preparing this, I received this from the ministry of Francis Frangipane and it seemed appropriate for our study this month –

When Your Eye is Single 

‘From the moment Christ enters within us, we are holy, set apart unto God. This kind of holiness is the same sanctification that made the utensils in the temple holy: holy because they were used in service to the Lord. They had no virtue in themselves; their material substance did not change. Christianity, in general, is holy in that sense. But the holiness we are seeking is the fulfilment of having been set apart. We are seeking a holiness that mirrors, through us, the presence of God in Heaven. We are seeking both His nature and His quality of life. 

Since true holiness produces in us the actual life of the Holy Spirit, we must be sure we know who the (Holy) Spirit is. The Spirit of God is love, not religion. God is life, not rituals. The Holy Spirit does more in us than simply enable us to "speak in tongues" or witness. The (Holy) Spirit leads us into the presence of Jesus. Herein is our holiness received: in our union and fellowship with Jesus Christ. 

Again, the holiness we are seeking is not a legislative or legalistic set of rules; it is Christ's very own life. The Holy Spirit works in us not merely a new desire to love, but He imparts to us Christ's very own love. We develop more than just a general faith in Jesus; we actually begin believing like Jesus, with His quality of faith. It is God in us that makes us holy. Let it stagger us. Let it rock us off our comfortable little perches until, with great trembling and great joy, with deep worship and holy fear, we approach the Divine Reality who has, for His own will and purpose, called us to Himself. 

"Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?" (1 Cor. 3:16). The Spirit of God dwells in us. In this light, let us ask ourselves again the age-old question, "What is man?" We know how we appear to other men but, if God truly is within us, how do we appear to angels, or devils? What light marks us in the spirit-world, what illumination surrounds us, what glory declares to the invisible realm: Behold and beware, here walks a child of God! Think of it: the Spirit of the Creator, who purposed in the beginning to make man in His image, is in you . . . now.

Holiness is a Body Full of Light

There are limitations. There are conditions. You cannot serve two masters. You cannot serve light and darkness, sin and righteousness, self and God. Light is within you but so also is darkness. Our world is a world in darkness. Our ancestors were sons of darkness. Our carnal minds yet remain theatres of darkness. In a world of choices, we must choose light. That is why Jesus taught that we must be single-minded if we would become fully mature sons of light. He said, "The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness" (Luke 11:34 KJV). 

If you are focused in your will and heart toward God, your body is full of light and you are giving full expression to the glory of God within you. But, if you are double-minded, if you are dwelling on sinful or evil thoughts, your light is proportionally diminished until your very body is full of darkness. Jesus went on to warn, "Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness" (Luke 11:35 KJV). 

If you do nothing about your salvation, fail to seek God, or choose to disobey Him, you are in darkness. Do not console yourself with an aimless hope that someday, somehow, you will get better. Arm yourself with determination! For if the light in you is in darkness, how terrible is that darkness! Son of light, you must hate darkness! For darkness is the substance of hell; it is the world without God! 

But our hope is light, not darkness. Your feet are walking the path of the just, that path which grows brighter and brighter unto the full day. "If therefore your whole body is full of light, with no dark part in it, it shall be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with its rays" (Luke 11:36). This verse gives a very clear picture of what holiness looks like in its maturity: our bodies are radiant with glory even as a lamp shines at full brightness. What a tremendous hope---that we can be so wholly illumined with the presence of God that there is "no dark part" within us! A garment of light and glory awaits the spiritually mature, the holy ones of God, a garment similar to what Jesus wore on the Mount of Transfiguration! A splendor not just put on in eternity but one worn here, "in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation"; here, where we "appear as lights in the world" (Phil. 2:14-15). 

"You were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light" (Eph. 5:8). Now you are a child of light. These are not merely figures of speech! The glory of God is within and around you; it is a spiritual reality! But what of the darkness that is yet within you? Paul continued,

And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them . . . but all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light. ---Ephesians 5:11, 13 

Do not hide your darkness, expose it. Do not sympathetically make excuses for it, confess it. Hate it. Renounce it. For as long as darkness remains in darkness, it rules you. But when you bring darkness out into the light, it becomes light. When you take your secret sins and boldly come unto the throne of God's grace and confess them, He cleanses you from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). If you sin again, repent again. And again, until the habit of sin is broken within you. 

Like the prospectors of old, you must stake your claim high in the kingdom of God, being ready to defend your rights to the "pure gold" of Heaven (Rev. 3:18). And as you pitch your tent at the throne of grace, something eternal will begin to glow in you, like hot coals on a furnace floor. And as you persist with the Almighty, the sacred fire of His presence will consume the wood, hay and stubble of your former ways. Power such as Jesus had will reside in your innermost being. Angels will stand in awe, for your gold will be refined, your garments light and your life holy.’
Interesting stuff the prophets are speaking the same word.
So, when heaven comes down there’s a price to pay. 

Faithfulness, endurance under trials, steadfastness, disciplines – but, you will live a life less ordinary, a supernatural lifestyle that will mess with the enemy’s head. 
He will not be able to understand why all his lies no longer work with you, everything that he tried in the past no longer has power with you – why – you have chosen the better path, you have, like Mary, chosen the good part which will not be taken away from you. 

Martha’s choice apparently, could be taken away from her – she had chosen something lesser, that could be taken away from her. 
You don’t want to have just a functional relationship with God, a working relationship with Him, because that could be removed. 
This is what is meant in –

Revelation 2:1 - 5
‘1"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.’

They were commended for their hard work, but they had lost their edge, they had left their first love. They were operating in diminished intimacy with the Lord and He was not impressed with everything they were doing in place of that – our endless activity doesn’t impress Him beloved, He is relational. 

Repent, He tells them, change your minds.

Time to return to being captivated by Me and nothing else, Jesus says, if you don’t change your mind, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place – I will remove your church.  
Works will never cut it with Him, you can’t make up for lost intimacy by working twice as hard.

Choices.

You cannot go any further in your Christian walk without making them.

Question: are you a worshipper who works or a worker who worships?

Your answer will show whether you recognise that your intimate relationship with the Father is more important than your work for Him – your work flows out of your intimacy with Him, not the other way around. 

The enemy you know, will keep you busy, it’s called wearing out the saints, and it isn’t a virtue.

We have two relationships, a business relationship, our prayer life and an intimate relationship. 
Sooner or later if your intimate relationship is failing, He will cause your business relationship to become tricky – just to get your attention a little – in order that He can allure you into a place where He can ‘speak comfortably to you’ as the King James version puts it -
Hosea 2:14 -15
14"Therefore, behold, I will allure her,
         Bring her into the wilderness
         And speak kindly to her. 
    15"Then I will give her her vineyards from there,
         And the valley of Achor as a door of hope 
         And she will sing there as in the days of her youth,
         As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt.
You are either in that wilderness place by design or default. 
Moses and Elijah were both there by default; Jesus and John were there by design – God’s design. 
Either way He is with you, He will allure you if you are there by design in order that He may show you His glory so that you will be captivated afresh by His beauty. 
God does nothing outside of relationship.

Spiritual warfare is all about relationship, staying in the place that God put us, in Christ and allowing nothing to move us. 

The goal of the enemy is to get us out of the place He put us, in Christ – we are dead. Our life is hidden with Christ in God. Our new nature is revealed by the nature of the Christ life within. Our life no longer belongs to us. We are bought with a price –

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
‘19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.’ 
Sin and all its limitations on our life have been dealt with by the cross. 
Our sin nature has been dealt with as the Holy Spirit promotes the life of Christ within. 
Death has dealt with our old nature; life deals with our old sin habits. Living in the Spirit means we will not fulfil the lusts of the fleshly nature.

The Lord gives us His life constantly, we are receivers, we were created for love, we were created to worship and glorify Him. 
We are the glorious bride of an incredible King.
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The highest form of warfare is worship. He draws you into the wilderness, a place of no distractions, just you and Him and there He makes His face shine upon you – He gives you grace and peace and He looks on you with favour. 
God looks at you with eyes ablaze – it is both heart-warming and passionate but His look is contradictory because His all consuming love both stirs our hearts and reveals sin. 
He has something to give you – He wants to make an exchange – His delightfulness for your dross. 

There is a place in the Spirit set aside for you personally, but you will not get there from here. 
First, first, you will need to decide what you really, really want from your life – passion or mediocrity. 
You get to choose beloved, you get to choose. 
He will not love you any the less because He has fixed His love upon you that will never ever change. 
He fixed His love on you before the foundation of the earth when the Godhead decided they wanted a people for themselves and that the price was worth it. 

You are worth the price Jesus paid for you.

Yes, the enemy will contest your choice, but heaven will cheer, and hell will shake, but how long will you stand with your toe in the water and not plunge into the depths, height, length and width of the love the Father has for you?
God bless you, thanks for listening, I do appreciate it. 

Next month we will look at Jesus the Man, tracing His earthly life and what He did – when heaven came down...

There is currently no copyright on this material. Please feel free to copy it in its entirety.

Oasis Community Trust is a Registered Charity Number 1029128.

www.psalm131.com

1 | Page

