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GOD – WHO IS HE?

Why we must think rightly about God

‘God is Light’
‘5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.’
1 John 1: 4 – 6 NASB
I found 263 references to light in the Bible...they started in Genesis 1:3 and went through to Revelation 22:5...
Let’s pray before we begin shall we –
‘Father of Lights, in Whom there is no shadow of turning, I come before You and ask you to expose all that is not pleasing in Your sight...how great is my darkness that I do not even realise that I am in darkness.  Please root out of my heart all the things that cause this darkness; the things that have been there so long I hardly recognise their existence; apart from You my soul is empty; come and fill me with Your light. 
In Jesus Name and for His sake. 
Amen.’
From the time we are children we know nothing except what we perceive by looking out through the windows of our senses - and we grow into adulthood believing that what we see and know through our senses is all there is to know...
As long as our soul is housed within the body it is like a man fumbling along the walls of a cell in the pitch dark so far as spiritual understanding is concerned.  At our conversion, a ray of light appears that illuminates all upon which it falls...
 Apart from Him, we are in utter darkness...

He calls her - ‘Bride’

Falling, 

Twisting,

Turning,

Spinning, down and down, 

Into darkness, amnesia, something half remembered - then lost.

Darkness of soul, darkness of mind, darkness of - understanding, 

Weakness, blindness.

Hard landing.

“Till the soil, 

Sweat, Adam

Suffer, Adam, 

Die Adam.”

“In dying you will die, Adam”.

But what is this?

I cannot see...my eyes are dim...

A Man?
Prepared - to go?
‘Father, I will bring them back to Us.

My love sees their state – their brokenness,

They know not what they do...’

Darkened understanding, blinded, back turned from His gaze, shifting, hiding, covering, self,

Protecting -

Even redeemed - they know not – they understand, little – still in darkness, their thinking dulled,

Eyes blurred.

‘ I shall restore –

It shall be again

The voice of Bridegroom and of Bride, 

They shall be Mine.

And Heaven’s joy shall sound,

Bliss undreamed of shall abound.

Again.

Thorns, nails, dragging, tender flesh, searing, tearing.

‘It’s done!’

‘I will Father that they should be with Me’

Again.

It’s done!

My Lord receives His crown, 

His Bride, His own, and she in accents sweet declares

‘I am His, I am the Bride – 

And He - is mine’. 

Now, low at His feet she sinks,

Understanding come; 

Vision clear;
The Bride,

Kissing nail marks – imprints of His love,

Forever there to show 

The price He paid to bring her to His side -

His Bride.
Not until all is stilled

And heaven’s bliss is entered in

We shall in wonder, understand

That which to us now is dim,

Half forgotten, never understood

The depths to which we fell,

The depths to which He went,

To restore us to Himself again,

Bride and Bridegroom - at one – 

To spend eternity in heaven’s bliss,

Again.
As long as we continue to see only with our natural eyes, we will continue to live like that prisoner fumbling inside his cell in the dark of night – while all the time the door that leads to our freedom, stands open...
Coming into the Light is painful. 
It exposes us.
God is Light
How great is our darkness if we run from His Light...

The flame of God’s Love is the Light of His Presence – He cannot leave anything in us that is of us or it will kill us...He must kill it before it kills us...we resist at our peril.
The fire burns for us, not against us – but it does burn. 
John of the Cross likened this light of the Holy Spirit to a living flame of love, which warms and lights us on our journey, whilst it burns away on the inside all that is not of Him until it consume our darkness and melds us into one with Him in His indescribable light...and we are like the bush which drew Moses attention, burning, but not consumed.
James 1:17 AMP
‘17Every good gift and every perfect (free, large, full) gift is from above; it comes down from the Father of all [that gives] light, in [the shining of] Whom there can be no variation [rising or setting] or shadow cast by His turning [as in an eclipse].’
Whatever He does in us is ultimately for our profit, our growth, expansion, betterment...though we often resist both the light and the heat.

‘God’s intent is to reveal Himself to the inner man by grace, the way a freshwater spring opens up and flows from a crack in the dry ground’1

God is Light
We cannot look at this attribute of God without touching upon others, His Grace, His Fire, His Love... ‘...the fire is My love, it burns for you not against you.’
We must allow the Light of His Truth to search and reveal our hearts – conversion is but the start of the ascent into His heart...
Psalm 84: 5, 7 NKJV

5Blessed is the man whose strength is in You,
Whose heart is set on pilgrimage.
7 They go from strength to strength;
Each one appears before God in Zion.
Before we ascend the hill of the Lord, we must descend from the mountain of our pride and our own understanding.  
We are told we only use some one-third of our brain; does this not show us that we were once a highly intelligent species? Does it not give us a pointer to the depths to which we fell when our ancestors took and ate of that which was forbidden?

Created we had something of the nature of our Creator, destined to live under His rule, have  fellowship with Him and dominion over the earth, the Fall dislodged us morally, physically and spiritually from God, ourselves, and each other...it brought ruin and damnation in its wake...
At our rebirth, the entrance of His Light into our darkness is but a shaft of light into which the whole must be drawn...

Genesis 1:26 AMP

‘26 God said, Let Us [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] make mankind in Our image, after Our likeness, and let them have complete authority over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the [tame] beasts, and over all of the earth, and over everything that creeps upon the earth’.

What can be more crucial to us than to return to seeking the purpose for which we were created - to be governed by Him and to govern that which is given to us...

We were created to be noble and our souls desire to ascend the heights; but to do this, we must first walk the way of humility; fully surrendered to Him and His government in our lives – there is no other path to the Father but first by descending in humility with His Son...
Philippians 2: 5 – 11 NKJV
‘5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’
God is Light
The Light is His love and it is for you, not against you. 
Anything which is not brought into the Light of His glorious Presence is food for the enemy.
Once more we are training for reigning; the emerging Bride is getting herself ready for her Coming Bridegroom and King with whom she is destined to both reign and rule...

‘Thy Kingdom come O Lord, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.’
If the light of His truth has not penetrated our hearts we do not have the right kind of authority – we must allow the light of truth to search our hearts for -

1 John 1: 8– 10 NKJV

‘8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.’

When we insist we are not wrong, or we have no sin, it blocks out the light of His truth...

We are living from our unregenerate self...

We are a work in progress.

We have not yet arrived at our destination.

If God would give us eyes to see the depth to which Adam fell we would have a greater understanding of ourselves and commensurately, a greater desire to come into His light –

John 3: 19 – 21 AMP

‘19The [basis of the] judgment (indictment, the test by which men are judged, the ground for the sentence) lies in this: the Light has come into the world, and people have loved the darkness rather than and more than the Light, for their works (deeds) were evil.
20 For every wrongdoer hates (loathes, detests) the Light, and will not come out into the Light but shrinks from it, lest his works (his deeds, his activities, his conduct) be exposed and reproved.
21 But he who practices truth [who does what is right] comes out into the Light; so that his works may be plainly shown to be what they are—wrought with God [divinely prompted, done with God’s help, in dependence upon Him].’
Let’s pray together shall we?

‘Father of Lights in Whom there is no shadow of turning, forgive me when I run from the light of Your glorious Presence hiding myself in the shadows for fear of what You may expose...I have forgotten that it is Your purpose to make me into a fit companion for Your Son.
Show me the places where my will opposes Yours. I choose to come into the light; to walk the path which guides me deeper into You; to be enlightened in my spirit, soul and body; my thoughts, words and actions. Let the light of Your Holy Fire shine in me and through me – do whatever is necessary to prepare me as the Bride of Christ for His return.

In Jesus Name.’
Beryl M

1 ‘You set my spirit free’ John of the Cross, Meditations by David Hazard
Visit www.psalm131.com for more free resources and downloads
Oasis Community Trust 
Registered Charity Number 1029128.
7 | Page

